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   The only multi-breed reference book - endorsed and verified by North American equine 
registries - collected for the first time in… 
  

The Official Horse Breeds Standards Guide 
 
The Official Horse Breeds Standards Guide is a collaboration of national breed registries and professionals: 
 

• The final, definitive authority, complete and exhaustive  
• Accurate portrayals of more than 118 horses and ponies, from popular American greats to rare exotics 
• Foundations, histories, descriptions, and standards 
• Guide to registration of purebreds 
• Includes index to registries  
• Full color photos 
• Little known facts and breed insights 

 
    With all the accolades the horse world makes about individual horse breeds, it is easy to question how 
every breed can possibly claim to be “the best”.  How and why particular horses mature and excel can best be 
understood by knowing their breed history and standard characteristics.   
    It is an advantage, therefore, to become better acquainted with the history and original use of each breed 
and the ideal specifications for body conformation and personality tendencies as set forth by the real authority, the 
breed organizations. The Official Horse Breeds Standards Guide supplies this source. It clarifies confusing 
information through its honest representation of horse and pony breeds, utilizing the expertise of national registries. 
    Whether interested in registering a horse or just becoming a more knowledgeable observer, The Official 
Horse Breeds Standards Guide offers insights and clear evaluations of all our breeds. It includes the standards 
and descriptions of every equine breed found in North America.  Each breed’s qualifications for competition or 
practical uses are explained in an easily understood format. Even professionals are surprised with facts they didn’t 
know.  
    How interesting to compare one breed to another!  Their differences are fascinating! From the pounding 
bulk of the enormous draft or the lightness of the desert Arabian, to the glitter of the Akhal Teke, and the 
tenderness of the United Kingdom Shetland, an array of diversity in breeds is explored. This is their history, their 
traits, their standards, and their story, as complete as possible. It is a surprising revelation concerning the truth on 
many different horses and ponies. Now it can be more easily determined what to look for and what each one has to 
offer.  
   This is a handy and dependable reference that no horse library should be without. 
 
About the Author 
Fran Lynghaug is an experienced horse breeder and trainer from Downing, Wisconsin. 
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American heritage, country life, crafts, trains, boats, sports, collectibles and travel. 
 
 

The Official Horse Breeds Standards Guide  
The Complete Guide to the Standards of All North American Equine Breed Associations 
Author: Fran Lynghaug 
ISBN: 978-0-7603-3499-7 
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